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This booklet is for information purposes only.   
It does not replace legal advice.  
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In Canada, we have a law called the Youth Criminal Justice Act.  This law guides police, 
lawyers, court staff, judges and other people when responding to a young person who  
commits a crime. This law applies to all young people in Canada who are 12 to 17 years 
old.  Once a person turns 18, s/he is considered an adult and adult laws apply to them. 
 
Children under the age of 12 cannot be charged with a crime. If a young person under 
the age of 12 does something that would be considered a crime if s/he was older, it is 
understood the young person needs help. In this case, the young person and his or her 
family may be given help by child protection workers or mental health workers. An           
example of a mental health worker is your school counsellor. 
 
The Youth Criminal Justice Act says that judges, court staff, and other workers in the 
justice system must be aware of a young person’s gender, culture and race.  This is to 
make sure every young person gets support that meets their needs. For example, an 
Aboriginal young person can be referred to the Aboriginal Justice Program which               
provides culturally sensitive services. 
 
It is important to know your rights and responsibilities under the Youth Criminal              
Justice Act.  If you have questions we haven’t answered, you can get more information 
at www.cliapei.ca/youth or call us at 902-892-0853 or 1-800-240-9798. 
 

What is Youth Justice? 
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Can you name the crime? 
 
 
 

1. Tim accepted a PC tablet as a gift from his friend Savannah.  He finds out later                     
Savannah took the tablet from a neighbour.  Tim decides to keep the tablet.   

 
 
 
2. Khiem is angry he can’t go to a hockey camp because his parents won’t pay for it.                

He fills out a cheque for the camp, forging his mother’s name. 
 
 
 
3. Sarah lost her temper during band practice when she heard another girl was 

spreading rumours about her.  Things got heated and Sarah punched her. 
 
 
 
4. David and Kelly made a plan to kill a bully and then carried out the plan. 
 
 
 
5. At a house party, Emma pushed another girl up against the wall and forced her to 

hand over her new iPhone. 
 
 
 
6. During class, Josh felt humiliated by the teacher.  At lunch, he went to the parking 

lot and keyed the teacher’s car. 
 
 
 
7. Madison was caught with ecstasy in her locker at school. 
 
 
 
8. Michael had a court date, but he got scared and didn’t go. 
 

Possession of an illicit drug Assault First degree murder Failure to appear 

Possession of stolen property Arson Fraud Impaired driving 

Possession of a weapon Break & enter Mischief (to Property) Robbery 
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9. Anthony smoked marijuana at a friend’s house.  Shortly afterwards, he realized he 
was going to be late for curfew.  Anthony drove his car home. 

 
 
 
10. Lucas’ dad has a collection of Asian weapons, including throwing stars.  Lucas 

thought it would be cool to take one of the stars to school to show his friends. 
 
 
 
11. On Halloween, Yolanda’s friends dared her to set fire to an old shed in the                               

neighbourhood.  Wanting to fit in, she did it.  She thought, “It’s just an old shed”. 
 
 
 
12. One weekend, Ava and her friends forced their way into a cottage that was closed 

for the winter.   
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Police are responsible for investigating 
crimes, arresting people who may be               
involved in a crime, helping victims and 
teaching people about safety.  
 
You should call the police if you or                 
someone else is hurt or in danger or if 
you see a crime taking place. In an 
emergency, call 911. 
 
If the police stop you to ask questions 
about what you have done or what you 
have seen: 

 Be polite and respectful. 
 Call him or her “officer”. 
 Give your name, age and address. 

 
You do not have to answer any other questions and you do not have to make a                  
statement. If you are 12 or older, anything you say to the police could be used as              
evidence in a criminal investigation.  
 
The police must tell you why you were stopped.  If you are 12 or older, the police may 
arrest you to ask questions, but that does not mean a criminal charge will be laid.  They 
may just want information from you.  
 
The police must also tell you about your right to speak with a lawyer.  You must be  
provided with a phone and privacy to call a lawyer.   You also have the right to speak 
with a trusted adult, like a parent or guardian. 

The Police 
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n s o e y p g l j s k c t e l  
r o n f o d a u e a o c n c a  
o i i l f n o n i n i s e i w  
f s i t i e t t s l s l m t y  
c c t m a e n e s e t i e s e  
e o i h n b q d n u t y t u r  
t r u c g u o t e c c p a j h  
c j e r e i i r i r m r t z j  
l x a n t w r v p j a o s l u  
a v c i n n o c e n t p l o d  
w e c n e l o i v b x e h o g  
s a r r e s t h k p g r t h e  
y t i n u m m o c a v t u c i  
c g d r o c e r l y h y o s x  
c w e a p o n t f e h t y r e 

Legal Word Search 

 arrest 
 community 
 consequences 
 court 
 criminal 
 custody 

 fine 
 guilty 
 innocent 
 jail 
 judge 
 justice 

 laws 
 lawyer 
 legal 
 offender 
 police 
 probation 

 property 
 record 
 rights 
 school 
 sentence 
 statement 

 theft 
 victim 
 violence 
 weapon 
 witness 
 youth 
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When a young person 12 or older becomes involved 
in the youth criminal justice system, his or her  
parent must be told about it. If you are under 12 
years old and do something that would be                         
considered a crime if you were older, the police will 
contact your parents.    
 
Young people have the right to have their parent or 
another trusted adult with them during the legal 
process. The police must tell you about this right 
and allow you to call someone.  
 

All young persons have the right to a lawyer if they are 
involved in the criminal justice system.  You have the 
right to a lawyer if: 
 you are being questioned; 
 you have been arrested but not charged; 
 your case might be dealt with outside of court; 
 you have been charged with a crime. 
 
Your lawyer works for you, not for your parent. Your 
lawyer cannot tell your parent any information about 
your case unless you give permission. Your lawyer’s role 
is to advise you and take instructions from you, not from 
your parent. 
 
Anytime you do not understand or agree with what is 
happening, you should speak with a lawyer.   

 

If You Cannot Pay for a Lawyer 
You have the right to a lawyer even if you or your parent cannot pay for one. If you 
cannot afford a private lawyer, Legal Aid will be available to you.  Legal Aid provides 
representation to Islanders who qualify.  They can be reached at: Charlottetown,                  
902-368-6043; Summerside, 902-888-8219.  
 
For a one-time consultation with a lawyer for a low fee, you can call the Lawyer                
Referral Service: 902-892-0853 or 1-800-240-9798. 

Your Parents 

Lawyers 
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When a young person breaks the law, the Youth Criminal Justice Act encourages the 
use of out-of-court measures. The justice system uses out-of court measures as long as 
they are adequate to hold the young person accountable or responsible for his or her  
actions.  
 
Some examples of out-of-court measures are: 

 Verbal or written warnings to the young person and his or her parents or 
guardians; 

 Referrals to programs in the community that might help the young person; 
 An agreement signed by the young person that outlines what the young          

person will do to repair the harm done by his or her actions; 
 A meeting and discussion between the young person, the victim and other 

people who were affected by the crime to talk about what happened and how 
to repair the harm done. 

 
What the consequences will be depends on the crime and the young person’s role in 
that crime.  If a young person continues to commit more crimes, the consequences will 
become  more serious.   
 
If the young person refuses to take responsibility for the crime, some out-of-court 
measures cannot take place.  In this case, the young person may go to youth court. 
 
The goal of the Youth Criminal Justice Act  is to hold young people accountable when 
they commit a crime; to repair the harm done by the crime; and to help young people 
get back into their communities in a way that is safe and healthy for the young person 
and the public. 

What happens when a young person 
(aged 12 through 17) commits a crime? 
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Across 
5. Someone who has seen a crime. 
6. A person whose profession is to represent clients in a court of law or to advise clients 
in other legal matters. 
8. An act that is against the law. 
9. A person who hears court cases and gives sentences. 
 
 
Down 
1. The best way to address police when stopped. 
2. Rules made by governments. 
3. A consequence given by a judge in court. 
4. The youngest age covered by the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act. 
7. The person affected by the crime. 

Legal Crossword 
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Sometimes out-of-court measures are not adequate to hold a young person responsible 
for their actions.  In these cases, the young person will go to youth court.  In some 
cases, the young person chooses to go to youth court rather than using out-of-court 
measures.   
 
When a young person, 12 or older, goes to court, s/he must enter a plea.  A person may 
plead either:  
 

 Not guilty— the young person says s/he did not commit the crime the judge 
has read in court, or 

 

 Guilty—the young person says s/he did commit the crime the judge has read 
in court.  

 
If the young person pleads guilty, the judge will ask some questions.  If the judge is   
satisfied that the young person understands the charges and the consequences of the 
plea, the judge will sentence the young person.  Sentencing may happen on the same 
day or at a later date. 
 
If the young person pleads not guilty, a trial will be held. The Crown Attorney (the          
lawyer who represents the Queen and the Canadian public) has to prove to the judge, 
beyond a reasonable doubt, that the young person committed the crime.   
 
Both the defense lawyer and the Crown Attorney may call witnesses.  Witnesses are 
people who tell the court what they know about the crime or the accused young person.  
Each witness is usually questioned by both lawyers.  The young person and his or her  
lawyer decide whether the young person will go on the witness stand. 
 
Once all of the evidence has been examined and all of the witnesses have been                 
questioned, the judge will make his or her decision about whether the young person is 
guilty or not guilty.  If the judge finds the young person not guilty, s/he is free to go. If 
the judge finds the young person guilty, the judge will either sentence the young person 
immediately or will adjourn the case and set a future date for sentencing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth Court 
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If a young person pleads guilty or is found guilty in youth court, the judge will sentence 
that young person.  An example is a young person who spray paints words on City Hall.  
S/he may be ordered to clean up the paint and do other community service work. 
 
Before the judge makes his or her decision, any victim may read a Victim Impact          
Statement.  The victim has the chance to tell the court how the crime affected him or 
her.   
 
Before making a decision, the judge may also: 

 ask if the young person or the young person’s parents or guardians have  
anything to say before sentencing;  

 ask a group of people involved in the young person’s life to meet to give the 
judge advice about sentencing and about ways to help the young person get 
back into the community in a safe and healthy way; 

 ask for a pre-sentence report to be completed by a youth justice worker.  This 
is a report that talks about the young person and his or her situation. 

 
The judge has several choices when it comes to sentencing.  The judge must choose the 
least serious penalty that can still hold the young person accountable for the crime. 
Some of the possible sentences are: 

 a lecture in court; 
 a fine that is no more than $1,000;  
 community service (doing work that will benefit the community, such as 

cleaning up a park or helping a non-profit organization);  
 probation (the young person must be supervised by and report to a youth 

justice worker with conditions for up to two years);  
 custody (time spent in a youth correctional facility). 

 
If the young person does not comply with the judge’s sentence, there will be legal                              
consequences. 
 

Sentencing 
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Sometimes a young person can be given an adult sentence.  This means the                        
consequences for the crime are taken from the Criminal Code of Canada instead of the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act. This can only happen to young people who are over the age 
of 14 and who have committed a crime for which an adult could be sent to jail for more 
than two years.  Typically, adult sentences are imposed only for the most serious 
crimes committed by young persons.  
 
 
 

Meaningful Consequences 
 
Match the offences listed on the left to a meaningful consequence on the right.  What 
consequence would make sense? 
 

Offence (what was done) 
 
1. Threw a rock through a teacher’s 

car window. 
 
2. Set fire to a garbage can in the 

school bathroom. 
 
3. Got caught drinking at the school 

dance. 
 
4. Punched another young person in 

the face during an argument at a 
party. 

 
5. Stole clothing from a store. 
 
 
 

Consequence  
 
1. Write an apology, banned from the 

location for a year and ten hours of 
community service. 

 
2. Pay for a new window, work at an 

auto body shop for a week and donate 
earnings to a charity. 

 
3. One month in a youth correctional 

facility and an anger management 
course. 

 
4. Clean up the smoke and burn            

damage, volunteer in the burn unit of 
the hospital. 

 
5. Banned from social events for the rest 

of the year and write an essay on the 
dangers of drug and alcohol use. 
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Custody refers to spending time in a youth correctional  
facility. In PEI, this is the PEI Youth Centre located in 
Summerside.  
 
Custody is used as a last resort.  All other possible                   
sentences must be considered before a judge sentences a 
young person to time in a correctional facility.    
 
Any young person under the age of 18 who is sentenced to  
custody will serve that time in a youth facility.  Once the 
young person turns 18, s/he may be transferred to an adult 
facility. 
 
 
 

Records must be kept about any case under the Youth Criminal Justice Act by the            
justice system.  When a young person aged 12 through 17 commits a crime, a record 
will be opened.  
 
Many people think youth criminal records are closed once the young person turns 18.  
This is not correct.  Records can be kept open for up to 5 years from the completion of a 
sentence, depending on how serious the crime was, whether out-of-court measures or 
court was used, and whether the young person commits any more crimes.  
 
Also, if a young person’s record is still open when s/he turns 18 and the young person is 
convicted of another crime, their youth record will become part of their permanent 

adult criminal record.   
 
On the other hand, if the young person does not commit any 
more crimes, once the youth criminal record closes, it will  
remain closed.  Once a record is closed, it is either destroyed 
or sent to the National or Provincial archives to be stored. 
 
Having a record can affect a person’s ability to travel or move 
to other countries, to get a job, to volunteer and can have 
other consequences in a young person’s life. 
 
 

Records 

Custody 
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If you want more legal information or you need legal help, please contact us at 
clia@cliapei.ca or 902-892-0853 or 1-800-240-9798. You may also want to check out 
our website and social media: www.cliapei.ca; www.facebook.com/CLIAPEI; and 
www.twitter.com/CLIAPEI 
 
If you are a victim of a crime, you can get  support at Victim Services.  They will: 

 give you information about the criminal justice system,  
 talk to you about how you’re feeling and if you need counselling,  
 help you prepare for court, if you have to go.  

Charlottetown: 902-368-4582 or Summerside 902-888-8218. 
 
If you are having a hard time and need someone to talk to, you can contact Kids Help 
Phone at www.kidshelpphone.ca or 1-800-668-6868. 
 
If you are being abused, neglected, or it is not safe in your home, you can call Child 
Protection.  Number to call on week days: 902-368-5330 or 1-877-341-3101.  Number 
to call evenings, weekends and holidays: 902-368-6868 or 1-800-341-6868. 
 
If you are Aboriginal, you can get culturally sensitive support and services through the 
Aboriginal Justice Program at 902-367-3681. 

Can you name the crime? Solution 
 
1. Possession of stolen property 
2. Fraud 
3. Assault 
4. First Degree Murder 
5. Robbery 
6. Mischief to property 
7. Possession of an illicit drug 
8. Failure to appear 
9. Impaired driving 
10. Possession of a weapon 
11. Arson 
12. Break and enter 

Word Search Solution: 

Crossword Solution 
Across 
5. Witness 
6. Lawyer 
8. Crime 
9. Judge 
 
Down 
1. Officer 
2. Laws 
3. Sentence 
4. Twelve 
7. Victim 

Meaningful                     
Consequences                 
Solution 
1-2 
2-4 
3-5 
4-3 
5-1 

Some Important Contacts 
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Community Legal Information Association of PEI, Inc. (CLIA) is a                
charitable organization that receives funding from Justice Canada, the PEI 
Department of Environment, Labour and Justice, the Law Foundation of 
PEI and other sources.  CLIA provides Islanders with understandable and 
useful information about the law and the justice system in Prince Edward 
Island. 

For more information, you can visit our website at www.cliapei.ca,            
telephone CLIA at 902-892-0853 or 1-800-240-9798, or email us at 
clia@cliapei.ca . You can also find us at: www.facebook.com/CLIAPEI, 
www.twitter.com/CLIAPEI and www.youtube.com/CLIAPEI. 

You may support CLIA by volunteering, becoming a member or making a 
donation. 
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